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Srettha’s principal focus was on expanding our two countries’ economic 
relationship: whether by recommencing direct flights or enhancing our strong 
agricultural trade, whether by doing better in education or helping Thailand 
with its energy transition challenge.

13 A number of private sector MOUs were witnessed by the two Prime Ministers, 
including by: NZ Aero; Massey University; DSH Systems Ltd and SEEN 
Safety Ltd. 

The Philippines

14 With President Marcos, the Prime Minister agreed to elevate the bilateral 
relationship to a Comprehensive Partnership by 2026, and to set a shared 
goal to grow trade by 50% by 2030.  It was agreed that work towards 
concluding defence institutional arrangements, including signing a Mutual 
Logistics Supporting Arrangement (MLSA) this year, and a Status of Forces 
Agreement (SOFA) as soon as possible.

15 Business outcomes included a signed strategic cooperation arrangement 
between NZTE and the Philippines largest conglomerate Ayala Group, a tri-
country (New Zealand, Philippines, Japan) hydrogen cooperation 
arrangement, NZTE-facilitated deals in agriculture and Ease of Doing 
Business/regulatory reform, and investment into the Philippines renewable 
energy sector.

Proactive release

16 This paper will be proactively released as per Cabinet Office Circular CO (18) 
4 on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s website. The paper will be 
subject to redaction as appropriate on the grounds set out under the Official 
Information Act 1982.

Recommendation

I recommend that Cabinet note this report.

Authorised for lodgement

Rt Hon Christopher Luxon

Prime Minister 
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R E S T R I C T E D
CAB-24-MIN-0184

Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report on Overseas Travel:  Rt Hon Christopher Luxon and Hon Simon 
Watts - April 2024

Portfolio Prime Minister

On 27 May 2024, Cabinet noted the report from the Rt Hon Christopher Luxon under 
CAB-24-SUB-0184 on his travel, together with Hon Simon Watts, from 14 to 20 April 2024, to 
Singapore, Thailand, and the Philippines for bilateral visits and to meet with business leaders.

Diana Hawker
for Secretary of the Cabinet
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