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 It was noted that ECan is working closely with Christchurch City Council (CCC) over 
the bus interchange. 

 The presenters commented that one of the key issues raised in the consultation 
responses included school-aged students from Lincoln that attend school in Upper 
Riccarton, for example, Kirkwood Intermediate. As a result of this feedback a 
dedicated school service will be implemented from 2015 for these students. 

 The presenters noted that another key issue was bus noise in Southshore. It was 
found that overall the Southshore community’s preference was for longer routes and 
noisier buses than smaller buses and transferring services. These issues were 
discussed at a community meeting. 

 It was noted that the new, finalised bus timetables would be published in mid-
November 2014 and the changes would be implemented in December 2014. 

 The presenters noted that fare prices were outside the scope of this review. 
 The presenters confirmed that ECan is renegotiating with the current operators and will 

remain with the same tenders. 
 Forum members were interested to know how ECan is trying to increase bus 

patronage. The presenters explained that by increasing the frequency of services 
ECan is hoping to increase patronage. ECan is also looking at how it can improve 
marketing, especially for the Metro Card. The Forum believes it is important using 
public transport becomes ‘trendy’ in Christchurch. 

 The Forum asked whether any work has been done in relation to installing Wi-Fi on 
buses. The presenters confirmed that the installation of Wi-Fi on buses is currently 
being researched. 
 

2. One Voice Te Reo Kotahi, non-governmental organisations 

Katherine Peet (Network Waitangi Otautahi), Rex Gibson (Te Runaka ki Otautahi o 
Kai Tahu), Shirley Wright (Christchurch Resettlement Services), Emma Rawson 
(Manu Kaha), Marney Ainsworth (Sustainable Otautahi Christchurch), Martin Luff 
(Wikihouse) and Sharon Torstonson (Council of Social Services) from the Organising 
Group of One Voice Te Reo Kotahi (OVTRK) presented to the Forum about non-
governmental organisations (NGOs). The presentation is attached as Attachment B.  

  
 The presenters noted that over 100 groups belong to OVTRK. This represents a broad 

and diverse range of NGOs and the communities of interests, identity and locality they 
work within.  

 The Forum asked OVTRK to clarify what it wanted the Community Forum to support. 
The Forum noted that OVTRK did not appear to have a strategic plan. 

 OVTRK replied that the group was established in response to a lack of visibility and 
lack of recognition for non-profit organisations in the Christchurch rebuild.  An example 
of this is that the NGO sector was not represented on the Community Wellbeing 
Planners Group until late-2012. 

 OVTRK confirmed that its definition of ‘recognition’ is the ability for NGOs to participate 
and be part of decision making processes related to the Christchurch rebuild. 

 It was noted that post-earthquake the NGO sector suffered from reductions and 
changes in funding allocations meaning some volunteers were no longer able to 
continue with volunteer work. 
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4. CERA transition  

Benesia Smith from CERA also updated the Forum on changes that will position 
CERA as a departmental agency under the umbrella of the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet. 

5. General Business 

Forum members agreed a session to identify issues it would like to consider at future 
meetings is timely.  
 

 

 
 
Next Meeting – 18 September 2014 
 
Meeting closed 8:10pm 

Action Point – The Community Forum to identify issues for future consideration.  

s9(2)(f)(iv)
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Attachment A  
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Attachment B 
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