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30 September 2022 
 

Ref: OIA-2022/23-0136 
Dear
 
Official Information Act request relating to the status of COVID-19 response legislation 
 
Thank you for your Official Information Act 1982 (the Act) request received on 14 September 
2022. You requested: 
 

1. Which legislation/statute/Act created for and during the COVID response is still 
active and enforceable 

2. When that legislation lapses (if it has an expiry) or if it is enduring 
 
Response to your request 
 
The list of current legislation (primary and secondary legislation) created for and during the 
COVID-19 response is available on: 

• the Unite Against COVID-19 website: https://covid19.govt.nz/about-our-covid-19-
response/legislation-and-key-documents/, and  

• the Ministry of Health website: https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-
coronavirus/covid-19-response-planning/covid-19-epidemic-notice-and-
orders#section70 

In relation to your second question, the below statutes have provided the legislative basis for 
our response to COVID-19. The powers in the Health Act 1956 supported our initial response 
to COVID-19, with a shift to using the powers in the Epidemic Preparedness Act 2006 and 
COVID-19 Public Health Response Act 2020 to support our ongoing management of the 
virus: 

• Health Act 1956 – section 70 enables medical officers of health to exercise powers 
to manage the immediate risk of infectious diseases. There are no current section 70 
notices in force.  

• Epidemic Preparedness Act 2006 – enables the Prime Minister to create an 
Epidemic Notice where an outbreak of a quarantinable disease is likely to 
significantly disrupt essential government and business activity. The Epidemic Notice 
triggers powers in other legislation to support an epidemic response. 
o The Epidemic Preparedness Act does not expire, however the Epidemic Notice 

itself needs to be reviewed and renewed every three months for it to stay in force. 
The current Epidemic Notice will expire on 20 October if it is not renewed earlier. 

o A list of current Epidemic Preparedness Immediate Modification Orders is 
available on https://covid19.govt.nz/about-our-covid-19-response/legislation-and-
key-documents/. These expire either when the Epidemic Notice expires or is 
revoked, or as set out in the individual orders (see Attachment 1). 








