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Office of the Prime Minister

Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee

Christchurch Call Research Partnership

Proposal

1 I propose to commit $917,000 from the Prime Minister’s Emerging Priorities Fund 
to support a focused research partnership with social media companies and data 
charities. The goal is to develop tools to analyse how social media algorithms 
influence the spread of terrorist and violent extremist content online.

Relation to government priorities

2 The Government is committed to reducing the impact of violent extremism through
our leadership of the Christchurch Call, and as a core element of our response to the
Royal Commission into the terrorist attacks on Christchurch masjidain.

Background

3 On 15 March 2019 a terrorist killed 51 people and injured dozens more in attacks on
two Christchurch mosques. The attacks were livestreamed on Facebook.

4 On 15 May 2019, President Macron and I led the adoption of the Christchurch Call to
Action to Eliminate Terrorist and Violent Extremist Content Online. The Call brings 
together a community of governments, online service providers and civil society 
organisations, reflecting the reality that online harm is a problem that no one 
government, company or organisation can resolve alone.

5 Efforts under the Call in the last three years have made a very practical difference 
in reducing the visibility and spread of terrorist and violent extremist content 
online. There is more to do though, including on questions of whether the 
algorithms that influence what content social media users see contribute to the 
spread of extremist content and to radicalisation.

6 This issue has now been identified as a key priority in discussion with partner 
governments, as highlighted in my recent joint statements with leaders of the 
United States, European Union and the United Kingdom.

Analysis

Preventing the spread of extreme content requires more independent research

7 Better understanding the role of algorithms and data processes in the spread of 
terrorist and violent extremist content is critical to mitigating and limiting the 
resulting harm. New Zealand, along with the other supporters of the Christchurch
Call, has committed to advance work that will:

7.1 understand the data processes that may drive users towards terrorist and
violent extremist content
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Impact Analysis

Regulatory Impact Statement

20 An impact assessment is not required as this paper does not propose legislative or
regulatory changes.

Climate Implications of Policy Assessment

21 The proposal has no climate implications.

Population Implications

22 The proposal is intended to generate tools that in time could help to reduce the 
spread of terrorist and violent extremist content targeting a range of population 
groups.

Consultation

23 This paper was prepared in consultation with the Treasury.

Communications

24 I plan to announce the project with Twitter, Microsoft and the US Government at the
Christchurch Call to Action Leader’s Summit in New York on Tuesday 20 
September.

Proactive Release

25 This paper will be proactively released within 30 business days of decisions being
confirmed by Cabinet, in accordance with Cabinet Office Circular CO (18) 4, with
any appropriate redactions.

Recommendations

The Prime Minister recommends that the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:

1 note that the Prime Minister’s Emerging Priorities Fund was established in 2016 and
its use is at the discretion of the Prime Minister;

2 note that the Christchurch Call was formed to reduce the harm generated by 
terrorist and violent extremist content online;

3 note that one limitation on progress towards the goals of the Christchurch Call is the
dearth of independent research on data processes and algorithms that influence what
content social media users see online;

4 agree to provide support to an open source community OpenMined to develop a
software tool that could help overcome regulatory and commercial obstacles to 
independent research on social media algorithms;
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5 agree to draw down the Emerging Priorities Fund by $917,000 to develop the 
partnership with OpenMined, jointly funded with the United States government,
Twitter and Microsoft;

6 approve the following changes to appropriations to give effect to the decisions in 
recommendation 5 above, with a corresponding impact on the operating balance 
and net core Crown debt:

$m – increase/(decrease)

Vote Prime Minister and 
Cabinet

2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 &
Outyears

Prime Minister
Advice and Support 
Services MCA

Departmental Output
Expenses:

0.917

- - - -

Advice and Support to
Government and the 
Governor-General

Total Operating 0.917

7 agree that the proposed changes to appropriations for 2022/23 above be included in
the 2022/23 Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the increases be met
from Imprest Supply;

8 agree that the expenses incurred under recommendation 6 above be charged
against the Emerging Priorities Fund established as part of Budget 2016;

9 invite the Prime Minister to report back to Cabinet in late 2023 on progress in
advancing the Christchurch Call programme.

Authorised for lodgement

Hon Jacinda Ardern 

Prime Minister
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Cabinet Social Wellbeing 
Committee
Minute of Decision

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Christchurch Call Research Partnership 

Portfolio Prime Minister

On 14 September 2022, the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:

1 noted that the Prime Minister’s Emerging Priorities Fund was established in 2016 and its 
use is at the discretion of the Prime Minister;

2 noted that the Christchurch Call was formed to reduce the harm generated by terrorist and 
violent extremist content online;

3 noted that one limitation on progress towards the goals of the Christchurch Call is the dearth
of independent research on data processes and algorithms that influence what content social 
media users see online;

4 agreed to provide support to an open source community OpenMined to develop a software 
tool that could help overcome regulatory and commercial obstacles to independent research 
on social media algorithms;

5 agreed to draw down the Emerging Priorities Fund by $917,000 to develop the partnership 
with OpenMined, jointly funded with the United States government, Twitter and Microsoft;

6 approved the following changes to appropriations to give effect to the decisions in 
paragraph 5 above, with a corresponding impact on the operating balance and net core 
Crown debt:

$m – increase/(decrease)

Vote Prime Minister and 
Cabinet

2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 2026/27 &
Outyears

Prime Minister

Advice and Support Services 
MCA

Departmental Output 
Expenses:

0.917

- - - -

Advice and Support to 
Government and the 
Governor-General

Total Operating 0.917
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7 agreed that the changes to appropriations for 2022/23 above be included in the 2022/23 
Supplementary Estimates and that, in the interim, the increases be met from Imprest Supply;

8 agreed that the expenses incurred under paragraph 6 be charged against the Emerging 
Priorities Fund established as part of Budget 2016;

9 invited the Prime Minister to report back to Cabinet in late 2023 on progress in advancing 
the Christchurch Call programme.

Rachel Clarke
Committee Secretary

Present: Officials present from:
Hon Grant Robertson
Hon Kelvin Davis
Hon Carmel Sepuloni (Chair)
Hon Poto Williams
Hon Kiri Allan
Hon Priyanca Radhakrishnan

Office of the Prime Minister
Officials Committee for SWC
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Cabinet 

Minute of Decision 

This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Report of the Cabinet Social Wellbeing Committee:  Period Ended 
16 September 2022 

On 19 September 2022, Cabinet made the following decisions on the work of the Cabinet Social 
Wellbeing Committee for the period ended 16 September 2022:

SWC-22-MIN-0164 Christchurch Call Research Partnership 
Portfolio: Prime Minister

CONFIRMED

Rachel Hayward
Acting Secretary of the Cabinet
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