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Prime Minister and Cabinet (DPMC), on behalf of the Minister for COVID-19 Response,  
Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall: 

 
COVID-19 Briefings - August 2022 

 
The following documents have been included in this release: 

Title of paper: 01082022 Assurance of System readiness Work Underway to Respond to a 
Variant of Concern 

Title of paper: 03082022 Insights from Recommendations across COVID-19 Response System 
Reviews 

Title of paper: 05082022 Review of New Zealand's COVID-19 Protection Framework and self-
isolation settings - 5 August 

Title of paper: 05082022 Public awareness campaign to support people who are unable to 
wear masks 

Title of paper: 08082022 Meeting with Strategic COVID-19 Public Health Advisory Group 10 
August 2022 

Title of paper: 12082022 Preparation for Release of Haumaru Briefing 

Title of paper: 25082022 Meeting with Prof. Michael Plank 

Title of paper: 26082022 All of Government COVID-19 System Readiness Exercise 

Title of paper: 30082022 COVID-19 Community Panel, Chair's Report 

 
Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Where this is the case, 
the relevant section of the Act that would apply has been identified. Where information has 
been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for 
withholding it.  

 
Key to redaction codes: 

• Section 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals; 

• Section 9(2)(f)(iv), to maintain the confidentiality of advice tendered by or to Ministers 
and officials; 

• Section 9(2)(g)(i), to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and 
frank expression of opinion; and 

• Section 9(2)(h), to maintain legal professional privilege. 
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Haumaru report 

7. The COVID-19 Response Minister agreed to proactively release the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet’s (DPMC) April 2022 briefing [DPMC-2021/22-1545] outlining 
the actions taken to address the findings and recommendations of the Haumaru report. 

8. DPMC officials provided Minister Verrall’s office with a draft communications and 
engagement plan that set out a proposed approach for engaging with claimants and 
stakeholders ahead of proactive release of the DPMC briefing.  

9. Separately, you will receive a proactive release cover note that captures updated 
information on the actions taken since provision of the April 2022 briefing to Ministers. This 
cover note provides a factual basis for the material appended to this paper to support 
engagement with claimants and stakeholders ahead of proactive release:  

a) Engagement material (slide deck). 

b)  

  

Engagement on COVID-19 strategy and legislation 

10. The Haumaru report made recommendations regarding the Crown’s engagement with 
Māori on COVID-19 matters. At present, there are significant work programmes underway 
across agencies to design and inform the next phase of pandemic management. Officials 
propose that Ministers also flag with the New Zealand Māori Council and the New Zealand 
Iwi Chairs Forum that officials intend to discuss this work with those groups and their 
technicians. This work includes:  

a) Implementation of the new COVID-19 strategy based on preparedness, protection and 
resilience, and stability and the possible timing to transition. The strategy will be 
enabled through baseline and reserve measures. Officials have discussed the strategy 
with members of the National Iwi Chairs Forum and they expressed an interest in the 
implementation of the baseline measures that underpin the new strategy.  

b) The future pandemic legislative framework to replace the COVID-19 Public Health Act. 
 

 Officials met with the 
National Iwi Chairs Forum on Thursday 28 July to discuss this legislative work. The 
National Iwi Chairs Forum expressed an interest in collaborating with officials on this 
work and officials have invited technicians to engage in this work in the next week.  

11. The Haumaru report noted that the Public Service Act 2020 and work programmes led by 
Te Arawhiti: Office for Māori Crown Relations aim to encourage an increase in public 
service agencies’ capability to undertake robust Treaty of Waitangi analysis into policy 
advice to Cabinet.  

12. DPMC commissioned Te Arawhiti and the Crown Law Office to review DPMC’s COVID-19 
Policy Treaty Guidance earlier this year. The guidance is the basis of the Treaty of Waitangi 
analysis sections in Cabinet papers prepared by the DPMC Covid-19 Group. This 
guidance has been provided to Minister Verrall’s office for visibility.  

s9(2)(f)(iv)

s9(2)(g)(i)
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Next steps 

13.  
  

14. DPMC will work with Ministers’ offices, Te Arawhiti, and the Ministry of Health to engage 
with the New Zealand Māori Council on the Haumaru report to discuss work underway 
across government to address the findings and recommendations.  

   

   

Alice Hume 

Head of Strategy and Policy 

COVID-19 Group, DPMC 

Hon Dr Ayesha Verrall  

Minister for COVID-19 Response 

….…../…….../…….  …….../…….../……. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Hon Kelvin Davis, Minister for Māori 
Crown Relations: Te Arawhiti 

Hon Peeni Henare, Associate Minister of 
Health (Māori Health) 

….…../…….../……..  …….../…….../…….. 

 

 

 

  

  

Hon Willie Jackson, Minister for Māori 
Development 

 

….…../…….../……..  …….../…….../…….. 
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This document is available on the Unite Against COVID-19 website: https://covid19 govt nz/assets/Proactive-Releases/Reviews-and-audits/Haumaru-briefings-21-September-2022/Proactive-Release-
and-Updated-Information-on-Actions-Taken-in-Response-to-Waitangi-Tribunals-Haumara-COVID-19-Priority-Report.pdf
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Attachment B: Engagement material (slide deck) 
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